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Latest Systems Blend Beauty

The digital renaissance is changing the
face of home entertainment faster than ever
before. Computers have taken a place along-
side stereos and televisions as essential home
entertainment devices. The whole-house
audio concept — the ability to adjust sound
and access digital media from anywhere
in the home — has become the dominant

trend in home entertainment.
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By Adam Lovinus

“Our clients want to access their iPod,
satellite radio, HD radio, internet radio and
other digital music from most rooms,” says
James Bark, president of HiTech Homes in
Brookfield. “In order to do this in a simple
and organized way, we offer touch-screen
control. This allows complete access to all
your sources and the ability to see your

music over an easy to view interface.”
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While ease-of-use and high-quality sound
are vital considerations, the unique aesthetic
of a room has to be taken into account as
well. Many want a system that is entirely
invisible, so as to not add dissonance to
the established design of their space. “We
offer many high-end solutions for clients,”
Bark says. “If the client does not want to see
speakers, they can be camouflaged in ceil-
ings, walls or outdoor environments.”

With that in mind, here’s a quick look at
what’s new in home audio, some subtle, and

some decidedly not.

HEF's HHT-5005.2

Large speaker cabinets can clutter the
overall look of a room. The KHT-5005.2 sur-
round sound system gives you all the sound
at half the size. The four satellite speakers
stand 17 inches tall and weigh less than
five pounds. A big 250-watt sub provides
the oomph of something twice its size, and
a unique cabinet design that stacks tweeter
on top of woofer offers unexpected clarity.

www.kef.com.
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If you prefer equipment that makes a
visual statement, these toy-like Scandynas
are an excellent choice. The cartoonish
design of the Micropod SE iPod speakers,
with boldly-colored plastic coatings and
Sputnik-like shape, demands attention even
in a silent room. But they're not just a fash-
ion statement; the design cuts down cabinet
vibration and distortion, letting the high-

efficiency digital amplifiers ring loud and

true. www.podspeakers.com.

0rb Audio Speakers d

Orb Audio does everything right in their
critically acclaimed Orb satellite/sub-woofer
combo speakers. Even at the entry level,
this system provides audiophile-level repro-
duction, while the deliciously subtle form-
factor — in a wide variety of slick metallic
skins — makes a great fashion statement.
Best of all, the system is modular so you can
start with a basic system, such as the Classic | 2 |
One, and add on to it as your needs require.

Prices start at a very reasonable $549 for
the Classic One, and the company offers a
free 30-day trial period. Order directly from

www.orbaudio.com.
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Apple TV lets you download and view
digital content such as high definition
video and music on your television screen.
Especially if you're the owner of a large
music collection, you'll appreciate how
easy it is to navigate your music files using
Apple’s clean, clear interface, which allows
you to browse by artist, genre and even
album covers. The console is equipped
with the same synchronization functions
found in Mac OS X and iPod, and can
stream content from up to five different
digital devices. This is the epitome of
compatible home entertainment. Remote,
Apple’s free iPhone application, allows
you to use your iPhone for remote control
of your iTunes library over your wireless
network, and is available for download at

www.apple.com/appletv.
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www, hitechhames. com

262.375.6742
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Intelligent Environments’

TECHTERIORS

Lighting & Shade Control

Home Theater & Music
Secunty & Life Safety

Communication

Homea Contraks

Energy Smar

Mequon Design Center 12308 Corporate "fm , Suite GO0
Delafield Design Center 3700 Hillside Drive
262.243.9800 techteriors.com

Res-Com W JM@M Junec.
Plug into powerful solutions with

MOTORIZATION

Forhome theéaters'and home antomation

Custom Window & Theater Trealmenis
That ReaclhiA Higher Standard

3450-B N 127th St; Brookfield, W1 53005
Ph 262.790.0087 | FAX 262, I"'illll 0087
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Your proud vinyl collection shall

lonU3B Tumtable (>

live forever thanks to the Ion USB
turntable, which copies 45s and 78s
into digital format on a computer,
iPod or compact disc. Gracenote
Music ID technology automatically
retrieves album, artist and song infor-
mation, reducing the strain of catalog-
ing your collection. Feeling nostalgic?
The unit allows you to spin records
the old fashioned way and hooks up
to any stereo with CD or AUX inputs,
and it won't snicker at your musical

taste. www.ion-audio.com/ionttusb.
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iPort frees your digi-
tal music collection
from the constraints of
headphones by inter-
facing your iPod with
any home stereo. The
most basic iPort system
charges the iPod, out-
puts AV and connects to
wireless Internet. Add-
ons offer more advanced options that
enable you to control the docked iPod
with the various infrared remotes, touch
screens and keypads used to control your

other home entertainment equipment.

www.iportmusic.com.
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Ready to upgrade to whole house audio
but lack the time and patience to learn the
technical jargon? Perhaps you're tech savvy
but lack interior design sense. Either way,
Techteriors, in Mequon and Delafield, can
help. Consultants work with homeowners
to draft an ideal home entertainment plan
that’s custom fitted — technologically,
aesthetically and financially — to the their
wants and needs. Techteriors carries dozens
of top-line brands (McIntosh, Marantz,
Crestron) to offer a range of options that
are both simple to use and stunning to

look at. www.techteriors.com.
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Coming in the
Next Issue
Decemberc 2008

® The Acanthus B&B, a victorian
treasure in Historic Concordia

® Special Section: Holiday Dream Book

e Johnson Schmaling Architects’
contemporary Camouflage House

* Treat yourself with recipes from
The Cake Lady

On-Sale December 3rd
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Sold at most grocery stores, bookstores

and drug stores in the greater Milwaukee area.

Can’t find it? Contact Kelly Ivan, Circulation Manager at kivan@journalsentinel.com 3195971

or subscribe at www.milwaukee-home.com.

November 2008

MILWAUKEE HOME FINE LIVING

49



