April is International Guitar Month, as well as National Poetry Month @ Milwaukee County Transit System cuts bus route 20

James Benning Film series

Ever wonder what Mil-
waukee was like the year
“Star Wars” came out?

Back in 1977, Milwaukee
filmmaker James Benning
shot an hourlong experi-
mental feature consisting
of 60 one-minute station-
ary shots taken around
the city. He called it “One
Way Boogie Woogie.” It
was Benning's second
experimental feature, a
structured yet whimsical
portrait of his hometown.

Fast forward to 2005.
Benning comes back and
shoots the same stills to
create the film “One Way
Boogie Woogie/27 Years
Later” This film juxtapos-
es 1977 Milwaukee against
2005 Milwaukee in a split-
screen double feature
called a diptych. It de-
buted at the 2006 Berlin
International Film Festival
and has since been
screened in cinema-
theques around the world.

What “Filmic Measure: Landscapes in
Time from Filmmaker James Benning”
featuring “Boogie Woogie/27 Years
Later,” “RR” and “Casting a Glance”

When 7 p.m. Friday-Sunday,
March 28-30

Where UWM Union Theatre,
2200 E. Kenwood Blvd.

How much Free

Info www.aux.uwm.edu/Union/
preview.html

Aside from being high
art, the film gives Milwau-
keeans a unique perspec-
tive of the city’s past, pre-
sent and future.

Benning will present his
Milwaukee films this
weekend at the UWM
Union Theatre as part of a
three-day film series
called “Filmic Measure:
Landscapes in Time from
Filmmaker James Ben-
ning.”

ADAM LOVINUS

HIDDEN MILWAUKEE PABST BALUSTER

Sometimes the beautiful, cool and odd parts of Milwaukee are hiding in plain
view. We just miss them during the non-stop insanity of daily life. We put the
spotlight on these little gems of hidden Milwaukee.

The upside-down baluster
at the Pabst Theater
144 E. Wells St.

Designed by architect Otto
Strack in 1895, the Pabst Theater
quickly became the city’s leading
indoor venue after a fire burned
down Frederick Pabst’s first con-
cert hall, Das Neue Deutsche
Stadt-Theater (The New German
City Theater), in 1890.

Now the fourth-oldest continu-
ously operating theater in the
country, the Pabst has hosted
more than a century’s worth of
plays, operas and concerts.

While your eyes are drawn to
the theater’s plush interior and
2-ton crystal chandelier, you
could easily miss the sole inver-
ted baluster along the main
staircase of the front lobby. It's
just five steps from the top.

But why? According to some
Pabst employees, while Strack
was determined to create a visu-

ally perfect interior for all to
enjoy, he also believed that God —
and only God — can be truly
perfect. So he inverted one of the
balusters to add a human imper-
fection to his work. The practice
of making “imperfect” artis also
found in Islamic artwork.

So the next time you're at the
Pabst for a show, even if you have
seats on the ground level, take a
short walk up the stairs and see

this odd piece of design accent.
STORY AND PHOTO BY JUSTIN SHADY
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Group wants guns at
colleges: Students for
Concealed Carry on
Campus is attracting

o members. Potential

* motto: “No home-
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Elbow surgery
likely for
Chris Capuano i
How’s that new
¢ $3.75 million
: contract looking
© now?
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Attention:
People with
short attention
spans Electron-
ic billboards on
the freeway
now will change
every 8 seconds,
instead of every
30-60 seconds.
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L provides UW
A huge lift
Overtime
heartbreak for
Marquette, but
Wisconsin rolls
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5 ~Cloth Diapers -Diaper Covers © %

WE SPECIALIZE IN K -Baby Carriers -Water Slings 5
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Buying All Silver
& Gold Coins

* Proof & Mint Sets  * Silver Bars & * Class Rings e

+ Certified Coins Rounds * Collectibles ‘

* Commemoratives  *Gold & Silver « Sterling Silver And Gold
* Paper Currency Jewelry Flatware Prices Are Hi
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&)LV Than They
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Have Been In 26 Years)

* Antiques

Halfs, 1964 & * Diamonds
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